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                                                                           Town of Charlton

Saratoga County

Town Board Agenda Meeting

                                                                            November 28, 2011
The Agenda meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Charlton, Saratoga County, New York was held at the Charlton Town Hall and called to order by Supervisor Grattidge at 7:30 p.m. to set the agenda for the December 13th Town Board Meeting.
Present:  Councilman Lippiello, Councilman Salisbury, Councilman Verola, Supervisor Grattidge, Town Clerk Brenda Mills, Attorney Van Vranken

Excused:  Councilman Gardner
APPROVAL OF ABSTRACT  

A motion was made by Councilman Verola and seconded by Councilman Lippiello to accept General Fund claim numbers 736 - 753 as set forth in Abstract #122 in the amount of $70,448.88 and General Fund Claim numbers 999 – 1008 as set forth in Abstract #9911 in the amount of $2,592.97.

Vote:  All Ayes, No Nays.  CARRIED
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Councilman Verola and seconded by Councilman Lippiello to accept the minutes from the Budget Public Hearing on November 14, 2011.

Vote:  All Ayes, No Nays.  CARRIED
A motion was made by Councilman Verola and seconded by Councilman Salisbury to accept the meeting minutes from the Town Board Meeting on November 14, 2011.

Vote:  All Ayes, No Nays.  CARRIED
ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Fire Departments will hold their annual election votes on Tuesday, December 13th from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

DISCUSSION
The Town Clerk asked the Board where on the website the Fire Department Legal Notices should be put.  The new website does not have a Fire Department link on the front page.  They are listed under Community along with surrounding businesses.  The Clerk asked if the Board had a problem with putting a tab on the front page of the website for the Fire Departments.  The Board will take a look at the website and then make suggestions.  They asked the Clerk to put a banner on the front page to alert the residents to the Fire Districts elections.

The Sales Tax for the month was $89,115.00 and the Mortgage Tax was $22,480.00.  The six-month distribution was $46,826.40 and a total of $136,139.86 for the past 12 months.  The Board had budgeted $130,000.00, therefore it was a little better than expected.
The Board has been working on amending the Records Management resolution from 1995.  The Town Clerk said that she did not have any problem with the new changes. The Town Clerk and Councilman Verola both commented on the nice job that Attorney Van Vranken did on updating the resolution.  A new resolution will be presented at the December 12th meeting.

The Saratoga County Planning Department sent a memo showing people different ways that they can locate various trails in the County. The memo will be available at the Clerk’s office.

The Board set up a workshop to discuss the 2012 Organizational Resolution on November 29th at 7 p.m.
The current water rates for the Town of Charlton are $3.15 per thousand gallons with a minimum charge of $85.00 per year.  The Supervisor said that the Board is proposing increasing revenues by raising the rates to $3.40 per thousand gallons with a minimum charge of $91.75 per year.  He said that in order to balance the expenditures with the revenues, an increase is warranted.   Councilman Lippiello asked if the increased rates will close the gap completely between costs and revenue.  The Supervisor said that Councilman Salisbury’s calculations came within a few thousand dollars.  $5,712 was budgeted to come out of unexpended fund balance, but it will depend on the amount that is paid for repairs next year.  There were a lot repair expenses this year. Councilman Verola said that there is an emergency water repair reserve fund.  Councilman Verola asked if there was a fund balance in Water.  The Supervisor said that there is a fund balance, but it was starting to become less.  The Town Attorney will draft a resolution that will be effective January 1 for the May 2011 to May 2012 rates.
The Supervisor said that he received a request from the Charlton Snowmobile Club to allow members to park their vehicles with trailers attached in the back of the Town Hall parking lot.  The Supervisor recommended conditions including asking the operators to back their trailers up so that the snowmobiles are not going on the pavement.  Another condition would be to ask that in the spring that they repair or sealcoat any marks or damage that might have occurred.  Another condition would be not to allow parking during a snowstorm which would prohibit the Highway Department from being able to plow the parking lot.  Councilman Salisbury said that we should obtain a copy of their certificate of insurance.  Attorney Van Vranken asked it this would only be allowed for the members of the Charlton Snowmobile Club.  Supervisor Grattidge said that he felt it would only be for club members.  Councilman Verola asked if there would be any increased liability for the Town.  Attorney Van Vranken suggested that the Board contact Adirondack Insurance to let them know that the Board is considering this.  The Supervisor will get more information and the Board will discuss this again on December 12th.
Supervisor Grattidge said that there were more concerns from residents regarding off-road recreational vehicles.  The Supervisor gave the Board copies of e-mails concerning that and a copy of the Local Law #1 of 1996 which is in effect.  He asked the Board if to review the law and see if they wanted to update any parts of it.  He is planning to talk to the Zoning Officer to see how he is handling complaints.  Attorney Van Vranken said that according to the Ordinance, it is not a zoning issue but rather a law enforcement issue.  It is written as a nuisance violation.  Councilman Verola suggested that the e-mails be sent to Attorney Van Vranken to review.  Attorney Van Vranken said that this is a police issue, the constables should be sent.  Councilman Verola suggested that the law be updated because it says that any noise that bothers someone is violating the law.  She said that that does not make sense.  Attorney Van Vranken asked if the complaining neighbor had talked to the offending neighbor.  The Board thought they had.  Attorney Van Vranken suggested that the Constable go and talk first to the complainant, and then go and talk to the offender, and see if they can work this out without going through further process.  
MOTIONS, RESOLUTIONS, PROCLAMATIONS AND AUTHORIZATIONS

A motion was made by Councilman Verola and seconded by Councilman Lippiello that Resolution No. 149 – A BUDGET TRANSFER FOR BUDGET YEAR 2011 FROM A-1680.2 CENTRAL DATA PROCESSING-EQUIPMENT TO A-1680.4 CENTRAL DATA PROCESSING-CONTRACTUAL IN THE AMOUNT OF $223.60 FOR ADDITIONAL COST OF SERVICE CONTRACTS be approved.

Roll Call:   Councilman Lippiello: Aye, Councilman Salisbury: Aye, Councilman Verola: Aye, Supervisor Grattidge: Aye.  CARRIED

A motion was made by Councilman Verola and seconded by Councilman Lippiello that Resolution No. 150 – A BUDGET TRANSFER FOR BUDGET YEAR 2011 FROM A-7110.2 PARKS-EQUIPMENT TO A-7110.416 PARKS-MAINTENANCE IN THE AMOUNT OF $110.00 FOR PORTABLE TOILET-PARK MAINTENANCE be approved.

Roll Call:   Councilman Lippiello: Aye, Councilman Salisbury: Aye, Councilman Verola: Aye, Supervisor Grattidge: Aye.  CARRIED

A motion was made by Councilman Verola and seconded by Councilman Lippiello that Resolution No. 151 – A BUDGET TRANSFER FOR BUDGET YEAR 2011 FROM A-9010.8 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS – STATE RETIREMENT TO A-9060.8 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS-HEALTH INSURANCE IN THE AMOUNT OF $95.53 FOR ADDITIONAL COST OF HEALTH INSURANCE be approved.

Roll Call:   Councilman Lippiello: Aye, Councilman Salisbury: Aye, Councilman Verola: Aye, Supervisor Grattidge: Aye.  CARRIED

A motion was made by Councilman Verola and seconded by Councilman Lippiello that Resolution No. 152 – A BUDGET TRANSFER FOR BUDGET YEAR 2011 FROM F-8310.415 WATER ADMINSTRATION-PRINTING TO F-9010.8 WATER-EMPLOYEE BENEFITS- STATE RETIREMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $124.75 FOR ADDITIONAL COST OF EMPLOYER SHARE OF STATE RETIREMENT be approved.

Roll Call:   Councilman Lippiello: Aye, Councilman Salisbury: Aye, Councilman Verola: Aye, Supervisor Grattidge: Aye.  CARRIED

A motion was made by Councilman Verola and seconded by Councilman Lippiello that Resolution No. 153 – A BUDGET TRANSFER FOR BUDGET YEAR 2011 FROM F-8340.408 WATER-TRANSMISSION & DISTRIBUTION-TELEPHONE TO F-8340.406 WATER-TRANSMISSION & DISTRIBUTION-GAS IN THE AMOUNT OF $277.00 FOR ADDITIONAL COST OF GAS be approved.

Roll Call:   Councilman Lippiello: Aye, Councilman Salisbury: Aye, Councilman Verola: Aye, Supervisor Grattidge: Aye.  CARRIED

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, 

Brenda Mills

Town Clerk
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